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CW207 - Illinois State University 
March 27 - 29 & April 1 - 5, 7:30 p.m. 
Matinee: April 5, 2:00 p.m. 
The Exonerated 
By Jessica Blank and Erik Jensen 
The Exonerated Is presented by special arrangement 
with Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York. 
Director ......................................................................................................... Cyndee Brown 
Scenic Designer ...................................................................................... Jen Kazmierczak* 
Costume Designer .................................................................................. Hilary Winkworth* 
Lighting Designer .............................................................................. Will Wermerskirchen 
Sound Designer/Composer ..................................................................... Chris Cummings 
Stage Manager ...................................................................................... Connor C. Herbeck 
Text/Dialect Coach ...................................................................................... Connie De Veer 
Projection Designer ............................................................................... Jen Kazmierczak* 
CAST 
In order of appearance 
Delbert ............................................................................................................ Tim Jefferson 
Gary ...................................................................................................................... Joe Faifer 
SueJSandra ........................................................................................................ Ma!)! DeWitt 
Robert ................................................................................................... Nathaniel Aikens Jr. 
Georgia ............................................................................................ Anastasia S. Ferguson 
Male Ensemble 1 .............................................................................................. Dave Krostal 
Male Ensemble 2 .......................................................................................... Thomas Howie 
Kerry ....................................................................................................................... Levi Ellis 
David .......................................................................................................... Gregory D. Hicks 
Sunny ............................................................................................................ Cydney Moody 
ADDITIONAL STAFF 
Technical Director .................................................................................. Jen Kazmierczak* 
Prop Master ............................................................................................ Jen Kazmierczak* 
Assistant Prop Master ............................................................................. Katie Mccasland 
Assistant Scenic Designer ..................................................................... Katie Mccasland 
Charge Artist .......................................................................................... Jen Kazmierczak* 
Assistant Charge Artist .......................................................................... Katie Mccasland 
Assistant Costume Designer ...................................................................... Sami Peroutka 
Wardrobe Supervisor .................................................................................. Semi Peroutka 
Hair and Make Up Desi~ner ....................................................................... China Hawkins 
Assistant Lighting Designer ...................................................................... Lindsey Siders 
Master Electrician ......................................................................................... Chris Cvikota 
Projection Engineer ............................................................................. Harrison Hohnholt* 
Assistant Master Electrician/Board Operator ......................................... Natalie Kozelka 
Head Audio Technician ................................................................................... Eddie Curley 
Assistant Stage Manager ................................................................................ Amber Saul 
Run Crew ......................................................... Brian Meslar, Bryce Thomas, Max Zuniga 
Paint/Build Crew ........................................... Sami Peroutka, Anne Tobin, Jenna Bichler 
Light Crew .............................................. Drew Burningham, Kara Perez, Alejandro Raya 
Wardrobe Crew ................................................... Cassandra Conklin, Robert M. Fischer, 
Christina Gutierrez 
Publicity Intern .................................................................................................... Jill Glazer 
*Denotes Master of Fine Arts, or Master of Arts Candidate 
Originally produced in New York by The Culture Project, Dede Harris, Morton Swinsky, 
Bob Balaban, Harit Allan Buchman, Patrick Blake, David Elliot, Jane Bergere, 
Ruth Hendel and Cheryl Wiesenfeld. 
SPECIAL NOTE ON POETRY 
Poetry from Song Singing Songs by Delbert Tibbs. Used by permission. 
SPECIAL THANKS • 
Gary Alcorn, Matthew T. Black, Duane Boutte~ Valerie Dambold, Rachel Hettrick, 
Mayuko Nakamura, Cherie St. Moritz, Catherine Norris, Marissa Talarico, 
Megan Tennis, Kirsten Turner ISU Community (Origami Apprentices), Julie Kistler, 
Colin Lawrence*, Jessika Malone•, Jessica Ray•, Andrew Sierszyn*, Colin Trevino-Odell*, 
ISU Community (Origami Apprentices) 
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The exonorees portrayed in the play, and those closest to them are 
listed below: 
Delbert Tibbs was a seminary drop out, radical and poet. Accused of a rape and 
murder in Florida, he was arrested in Mississippi, tried in Florida, and sentenced to 
death. 
Sunny Jacobs was originally from California, but found herself in the wrong place at 
the wrong time when she and her common law husband Jesse were accused of 
murdering two policemen in Florida. 
Jesse Tefaro was Sunny Jacobs' common-law husband. They were arrested together 
for the same crime and both sentenced to die. 
Robert Hayes was a former horse groomer, accused of murdering a white woman who 
worked at the track. He was arrested and sentenced to death. 
Georgia Hayes was Robert's wife. They met and married after Robert was released 
from prison. 
Gary Gauger was a farmer in northern Illinois who was accused of the death of his 
parents, who were found in their motorcycle repair shop with their throats cut. Gary's 
case went all the way to the Illinois Supreme court before he was released. 
Sue Gauger was Gary's wife. Through her we begin to see the toll on the families of the 
wrongly accused. 
Kerry Cook was arrested for the murder of a young woman in Smith County, Texas. He 
was imprisoned for 22 years for a crime he did not commit. Mr. Cook is still embroiled in 
a legal battle with Smith County for complete exoneration. 
Sandra Cook is Kerry's wife. They met after his release from prison, when, as a 
volunteer, she helped him re-acclimate to society. 
David Keaton was accused of killing a policeman during a store robbery, convicted and 
sentenced to death. He was only 19 at the time of the crime. 
PRODUCTION NOTES 
Over the course of the summer of 2000, Jessica Blank and Eric Jensen traveled the 
United States listening to people's stories of what it was like to be wrongly convicted and 
on death row. Although these people were vastly different from one another, what they 
had in common was that they all had been sentenced to die and spent anywhere from 
2-22 years on death row. The playwrights interviewed 60 people, some by phone, some 
in person - six of those interviews form the core of The Exonerated. 
This play has been culled from not only the taped interviews but also research involving 
court transcripts, police records, witness statements, case files, letters and news articles. 
With a few exceptions, each word spoken in this play comes from the public records 
mentioned above. The names of the exonerated people are their own; some of the 
auxiliary characters have been changed for legal reasons. 
(Paraphrased from the Introduction to the play - from Jessica Blank and Eric Jensen.) 
DEDICATION: • 
At the request of Kerry Max Cook, this production and its performances are dedicated to 
the memory of Delbert Tibbs who passed away in his Chicago home, November 23, 2013, 
at the age of 74. 
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THEATRE POLICIES 
Ticket Policies 
The ticket office in the Center for the Performing Arts handles tickets for all 
College of Fine Arts events, including music and theatre performances in the 
Center, plus performances in Westhoff and CW207 Theatres. 
The Ticket Office is open 11 am to 5 pm, Monday through Friday. Call (309) 438-2535. 
Purchase tickets on line at Ticketmaster.com, 24 hours a day! 
There is a performance ticket office (often referred to as "will-call") open one hour 
before each performance for picking up tickets. For Center for the Performing Arts 
performances, it is the main ticket office. For Westhoff and CW207 Theatres 
performances, it is in the Westhoff lobby. 
Late Seating 
Patrons who arrive after a performance has been started for a Westhoff and CW207 
Theatres production will not be seated until intermission if there is one (this is for 
safety requirements due to the intimate nature of the space - entering the theatre 
requires walking on the stage). For events in the Center for the Performing Arts, 
patrons may be seated late at the discretion of the House Manager during an 
appropriate break in the performance. 
Exchanges and Refunds 
Exchanges can be made for a $2.00 exchange fee per ticket at least 24 hours in 
advance. (First exchange fee is waived for subscribers.) Tickets cannot be refunded. 
NOTICES 
So that you may have the best experience in enjoying today's production, please be 
aware of the following: 
• The use of cameras or other recording devices in the theatre is prohibited. 
• Please silence and put away all electronic devices. Sound and lit phone 
screens are distracting to other patrons. 
• Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of the House Manager. 
• If you leave your seat during the performance, you may not be reseated. 
• Food and drink (except bottled water) are not allowed in the theatre. 
Illinois State University is a member of the National Association of Schools of Theatre 
and the University/Resident Theatre Association 
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